
 

 

  

 

 

 

English Language 

 

Assignment  

 
Class - X 

 
 

Question - I  

 
1. Write a letter to your cousin brother telling him how you are spending your time 

during the lockdown due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

 

2. Write a letter to the Municipal Commissioner of your city, informing him about the 

garbage-piling up in your colony, requesting him to help the residents of your colony. 

 

Question – II 

 
Write an essay of 250-300 words on the following: 

 

(Count the number of words and write it below the essay.) 

 

1. The deadly COVID-19 Pandemic has gripped the world. Write about its origin and its 

worldwide spread. How can the common people stay safe in their homes? State some 

of the measures that must be taken by everyone. 

 

2. Children should be allowed to play online multiplayer games. Write for or against this 

statement. Your essay should present relevant and intelligent points. 

 

 

Question – III 

 

 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 

 

 

With dry lips, parched throat, and ink-stained fingers, and exhaustion on one side and 

exaltation on the other, Swaminathan strode out of the examination hall on the last day. 

 



 

 

Standing in the veranda, he turned back and looked into the hall and felt slightly uneasy. He 

would have felt more comfortable if all the boys had given their papers as he had done, 

twenty minutes before time. With his left shoulder resting against the wall, Sankar was lost 

to the world.  

 

Rajam, sitting under the second ventilator, between two third-form boys, had become a 

writing-machine. Mani was still gazing at the rafters, scratching his chin with the pen.  

 

The Pea was leaning back in his seat, revising his answers. One supervisor was drowsing in 

his chair; another was pacing up and down with an abstracted look in his eyes. The scratchy 

noise of active nibs, the rustle of papers, and the clearing of the throats, came through the 

brooding silence of the hall. 

 

Swaminathan suddenly wished that he had not come out so soon. But how could he have 

stayed in the hall longer? The Tamil paper was set to go on till five o’clock. He had found 

himself writing the last line of the last question at four-thirty. Out of the six questions set, he 

had answered the first question to his satisfaction, the second was doubtful, the third was 

satisfactory, the fourth he knew was clearly wrong (but then, he did not know the correct 

answer). 

 

The sixth answer was the best of the lot. It took only a minute to answer it. 

 

He had read the question at two minutes to four-thirty, started to answer a minute later, and 

finished it at four-thirty. 

 

He had found it hard to kill time. Why wasn’t the paper set for two and a half hours instead 

of three? He had looked wistfully at the veranda outside. If only he could pluck up enough 

courage to hand in the paper and go out – he would have no more examinations for a long 

time to come – he could do what he pleased – roam about the town in the evenings and 

afternoons and mornings – throw away the books – command Granny to tell endless tales. 

He had seen a supervisor observing him, and had at once pretended to be busy with the 

answer paper. He thought that while he was about it, he might as well do a little revision.  

 

He read a few lines of the first question and was bored. He had to pretend that he was 

revising. He set his pen to work.  

 

He went on improving the little dash under the last line indicating the end, till it became an 

elaborate complicated pattern. 

 

He had looked at the clock again, thinking that it must be nearly five now. It was ten minutes 

past four-thirty. He saw two or three boys giving up their papers and going out, and felt 

happy. He briskly folded the paper and wrote his name. 

 

The bell rang. In two-s or three-s the boys came out of the hall. It was a thorough contrast to 

the preceding three hours. There was din of excited chatter. 

 



 

 

 

1. Give the meaning of the following words as used in the passage: (One-word 

answers or short phrases will be accepted.) 

 

(i) pacing (line 11) 

(ii) wistfully (line 26) 

(iii) din (line 42) 

 

2. Answer the following questions briefly in your own words. 

 

(i.) Why did Swamy feel slightly uneasy as soon as he came out of the examination hall? 

(ii.) Why did he think he had answered the sixth question best of all?  

(iii.) What did he plan to do with his books once the examination was over?  

(iv.) Which word in the passage tells you that Swami used to bully his grandmother? 

(v.) Why do you think Swami drew an elaborate complicated pattern after his last answer? 

 

3. In not more than 50 words, describe what Swami’s classmates and supervisors 

were doing in the examination hall. (The summary should be in the 5x10 grid 

format.) 

 

Passage – 2 

 

There were other boys in Manjari village, but Bisnu was the only one who went to school. 

His mother would not have fussed if had stayed at home and worked in the fields. That was 

what the other boys did, all except lazy Chittru, who preferred fishing in the stream or 

helping himself for the fruit other people’s trees. But Bisnu went to school. He went because 

he wanted to. No one could force him to go and no one could stop him from going. He had 

set his heart on receiving a good schooling. He wanted to read and write as anyone in the big 

world and so he walked to school every day. 

 

A colony of langoors lived in the forest. They fed on oak leaves, acorns, and other green 

things and usually remained in the trees, coming down to the ground only to play or sun 

themselves. They were beautiful, supple-limbed animals, with black faces and silver-grey 

coats and long, sensitive tails. They leapt from tree to tree with great agility. The young ones 

wrestled on the grass like boys. 



 

 

A dignified community, the langoors did not have the cheekiness or dishonest habits of the 

red monkeys of the plains; they did not approach dogs or humans. But they had grown used 

to Bisnu’s comings and goings and did not fear him. Some of the older ones would watch 

him quietly, a little puzzled. They did not go near the town; because the boys threw stones on 

them. And anyway, the forest gave them all the food they required. Coming from another 

direction was a second path, and at the junction of the two paths Sarru was waiting for him. 

Sarru came from a small viallage about three miles from Bisnu’s and closer to the town. 

They hailed each other and walked along. They often met at this spot, keeping each other 

company for the remaining two miles. 

‘There was a panther in our village last night’, said Sarru. 

This information interested but did not excite Bisnu. Panthers were common enough in the 

hills and did not usually present a problem except during the winter months, when their 

natural prey was scarce. 

‘Did you lose any animals’ asked Bisnu. 

‘No, it tried to get into the cowshed but the dogs set up the alarm. We drove it off.’ 

‘It must be the same one which came around last winter. We lost a calf and two dogs in our 

village.’ 

‘Wasn’t that the one that left the shikaris wounded? I hope it hasn’t become a cattle-lifter’. 

‘It could be the same. It has a bullet in its leg. These hunters are the people who cause all the 

trouble. They think it’s easy to shoot a panther. It would be better if they missed altogether, 

but they usually wound it.’ 

‘And then the panthers too slow to catch the barking-deer and starts on our own animals.’ 

‘Were lucky it didn’t become a man-eater. Do you remember the man-eater six years ago? I 

was very small then. My father told me all about it. Ten people were killed in our valley 

alone.’ 

‘What happened to it?’ 

‘I don’t know. Some say it poisoned itself when it ate the headman of the village’. 

Bisnu laughed. ‘No one liked the old villain. They linked arms and scrambled up the stony 

path to school’. 

 

1. Give the meaning of the following words as used in the passage: (One-word 

answers or short phrases will be accepted.) 

 

(i) agility (line 13) 

(ii) hailed  (line 22) 

(iii) villain (line 43) 



 

 

2. Answer the following questions briefly in your own words. 

 

(i) How was Chittru different from other boys? 

(ii) What was Bisnu’s amibition? 

(iii) What information did Sarru give Bisnu? 

(iv) How did the information affect Bisnu? 

(v) Why did the panther become a cattle-lifter? 

(vi) What joke does Sarru make? 

 

3. In not more than 50 words, describe what the narrator tells us about the 

behaviour of the langoors. (The summary should be in the 5x10 grid format.) 

 

 

 


