
BOYS’ HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE, PRAYAGRAJ 

ENGLISH LITERATURE CLASS X ASSIGNMENT- 1 

 

SECTION A- POETRY 

Refer to the textbook: Treasure Trove (A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories) 

Poem no. 9: ABOU BEN ADHEM 

                                         -Leigh Hunt 

 

Stanza 1  

Abou Ben …….. his fellow men. 

 

The poem Abou Ben Adhem by Leigh Hunt conveys a message that love for fellow beings is 

more important than love for God. In the opening lines of the poem, the poet wishes that may 

people like Abou, increase in the world. Such people are instrumental in spreading love and 

brotherhood in the world. One-night Abou woke up from a deep peaceful sleep.  

*‘Deep dream of peace’ gives a supernatural impact to the poem. The phrase is an example of 

alliteration, which is a figure of speech, where the consonant ‘d’ is repeated in ‘deep dream’. 

*It also symbolises that people like Abou sleep in peace because of their divine behaviour and 

character. 

 As he woke up by the light of the moon and the angel present in his room, he saw the angel, 

writing in a book of gold. The room seemed to be rich by the divine lights.  

*The poet uses personification in ‘making it rich’ and also a simile in the phrase ‘like a lily in 

bloom’. The poet describes the beauty of the room by these two figures of speech. He compares 

the beauty of the room to the beauty of a lily, which is in the process of blooming. ‘book of gold’ 

symbolises two things. First, that the owner is a divine messenger and second that the contents of 

the book are also divine.  



The presence of the angel along with its light further enhances the already richly lit room of 

Abou. The peace and serenity made Abou bold as he was already a virtuously brave man and led 

a noble and pious life. He then boldly asks the angel what it was writing. To answer this 

question, the angel raised its head. It looked sweet and kind. It answered that the names of those 

who love God were beng listed. To this, Abou again asked if his name was there in the list. The 

angel’s negative reply made Abou feel sad and low.  

Because of his optimism, he quickly overcame that lowliness and humbly requested his name to 

be written in a list of people who loved their fellow men. 

 

Stanza 2 

The angel wrote ……. led all the rest. 

 

The next four lines of the poem are describing the next night when the angel reappeared. The 

light which the angel came with on the second night was brighter, than the night before. The 

angel that night showed Abou the names of those who are loved by God and thus blessed by 

Him. In this list, Abou found his name on the top.  

The short second stanza of the poem is a message to the readers. The reappearance of the angel, 

with a list where Abou’s name was at the top, proves that even God loves those who love His 

creation more than Him. 

 

Word Meaning  

1. exceeding – very great  

2. sweet accord – sweet and harmonious  

3. cheerly – cheerful/joyful  

4. vanished – disappeared  

5. blest – blessed  

 

 



 

Answer the questions that follow the extract given below –  

 

      Exceeding peace …… what writest thou? 

1. Explain the setting of the poem.  

2. How did Abou wake up from his peaceful sleep? Whom did he find there?  

3. What was it doing there? What made Abou feel low?  

4. Which phrase points out the supernatural effect of the poem? What does the poet mean 

when he says ‘may his tribe increase’? 

5. What message does Hunt convey through his short poem Abou Ben Adhem? Discuss its 

relevance in today’s world?  

  



SECTION B- PROSE 

Refer to the textbook: Treasure Trove (A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories) 

Short Story no. 7: THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL 

                                               -Hans Christian Andersen 

 

It was bitterly cold ..... New Year’s Eve. 

The story is set on an extremely cold wintery evening. The snow was falling and darkness was 

growing. It was the last day of the year and thus the New Year’s Eve.  

In the cold ..... children of his own. 

On the last evening of the year, a poor little girl walked with no footwear and head cover. It was 

dark and extremely cold on that evening. Though she had worn slippers when she left home, 

those slippers were bigger than her foot size as they belonged to her mother. The irony is, even 

those were lost while she ran across the street to escape the two fast driven carriages. Pathos is 

being highlighted to the condition of the already pathetic poor girl when the author says she lost 

one slipper to escape from the two carriages that were being driven terribly fast. 

The other slipper was carried away by a boy who was making fun of her big sized slippers. He 

called the slipper a handy cradle of children that he would one day have.  

So the little girl ..... poor little thing. 

As her footwear was lost, the poor little girl walked barefoot  on the streets. Her feet 

asxbecame blue and red because of the extreme cold. She was wearing an old apron in 

which she carried a lot of matches. She held one packet in her hand also. None of her 

matches were sold, thus she could not get a single penny from anyone. She moved along 

the streets shivering with cold and hunger. She portrayed a perfect picture of sorrow. The 

author emphasizes on the pathetic condition of the girl by describing her clothes, her feet 

and her hunger. In fact, the very presence of the girl in the street in that extreme weather, 

hungry and meagrely dressed, adds pathos to the story.  

 



The snowflakes fell ..... anything else. 

The author has already told us about the snowfall that evening. The snowflakes fell on her long 

golden hair which was curled beautifully on her neck. But because the cold, darkness and hunger 

were so immense the little girl could not think of her appearance. The light shining in every 

window and the wonderful smell of roast goose in the street marked the approaching New Year. 

The irony portrayed by the author is where on one hand the little girl strolled hungry wearing 

insufficient clothes in the dark streets, people all around were enjoying the evening by lighting 

their homes and cooking delicious food.  

She huddled down ..... warm her fingers. 

When the hunger and cold became unbearable, the girl chose a corner formed by two houses and 

sat there in a huddled position. She sat in that position to keep herself warm, but she felt colder 

and colder. She was scared to go home as none of her matches were sold and thus not a single 

penny was earned. She knew she would be beaten by her father. Moreover her house was very 

cold as there was just a roof and no walls. Because of this, the winds would enter through the 

dilapidated house. 

*The author personifies the wind in the phrase “the wind whistled through that”.  

The hands of the girl were almost numb due to the extreme cold. She wanted to pull out just one 

matchstick from the packet and light it to warm her numb fingers.  

*Irony expressed by the author where the girl, who has a number of matchboxes with 

matchsticks that can produce fire to bring warmth, was shivering with cold.  

She pulled one ..... match in her hand. 

When she could no more bear the cold, she pulled out one matchstick from a box and lit it. Its 

flame was brighter than the flame produced by a tiny candle. It emitted a strange warmth. Before 

we further understand the story, let us understand that the matchsticks lit by this girl produced 

strange light in that dark night. The light of each matchstick was symbolic to hope, comfort and 

achievement. In the light of each lit matchstick, she had a vision. These visions reflected her 

unfulfilled wishes and dreams. 



When she lit the first matchstick, it seemed to her as if she were sitting right in front of a great 

iron stove which had polished brass knobs and ornaments. The fire that the matchstick produced 

burnt beautifully and gave great warmth. The warmth was so wonderful that the girl spread her 

feet to warm them, but this was short lived. The flame went out. And with it, the stove 

disappeared too. The girl had nothing but the burnt matchstick in her hand.  

 

She struck another ..... thick cold wall.  

The second matchstick on being lit also burnt clearly. Its light fell upon the wall of the house she 

was sitting near to. The bricks seemed to be transparent in its light, as transparent as a 

transparent cloth. Due to the see through wall, she could see inside the room. The table was 

decorated with beautiful china and covered with a white cloth. There was a roasted goose in the 

middle which was stuffed with prunes and apples. It appeared to be hot and delicious. The best 

of it all was that the goose hopped down from the dish and walked slowly and came straight to 

the girl. Suddenly the light went off from the match and there was nothing except darkness and 

the thick cold wall. 

She struck ..... with light.  

The girl immediately struck another match. If we try to understand the girl’s psychology, she 

was trying to derive happiness which, though short lived, brought contentment to her. The third 

matchstick when lit, gave her a vision where she was sitting under the most beautiful Christmas 

tree. It was bigger and more beautiful than the one she had seen last year in the rich merchant’s 

house through the glass doors. She could see a thousand candles lit up on the green branches and 

balls that had bright colours to bring happiness. They were like the ones that were there in the 

shop windows. The little girl tried to touch that tree, but the match went out. The numerous 

candles of the Christmas tree went higher and higher up through the air and she could see them 

changing into bright stars. Out of them one fell, moving fast from the sky, emitting light.  

 

 

 



Now someone ..... goes up to God. 

The falling star was described as someone’s death by the little girl’s old grandmother who was 

no more alive. The old lady was the only one who had been good to her. She had told the girl 

that a falling star symbolises a soul going up to God.  

She struck another match ..... Christmas tree. 

The little girl immediately struck another match on the wall. There was light all around once 

again. In that glowing light, she saw her old grandmother standing. She looked bright and 

shining. Her face was gentle, kind and loving. She called out to her granny desperately and 

requested her to take her along with her. She knew that her granny would disappear when the 

match is burnt out like the warm stove, roast goose and the great beautiful Christmas tree.  

Then she ...... with her. 

The author portrays the mental  state of the little girl where her mind is filled with the fear of her 

granny’s disappearance and she being left alone in that cold and alone dark, lonely night. Due to 

the fear of losing her granny once again, she lit up all the matchsticks that she had in order to 

keep her granny with her for as long as she could.  

The matches flared up ..... both with God. 

The fire produced when she struck the matchsticks emitted a glaring light. This light was brighter 

than broad daylight. In the light of these matchsticks, her grandmother seemed as beautiful and 

as majestic as never before. She carried the little girl in her arms and flew high up with her. She 

flew where there was no sorrow, fear and hunger. There, high up in heaven there was just 

happiness and love. None of them could feel hungry or scared as they both were in the divine 

presence of god. 

* The paragraph explicitly brings out the feelings and condition of the little girl, her 

desperateness to be with her grandmother though she knew being with her meant death. In other 

words, she preferred death to the life she was living. 

 

 

 



But in the cold dawn ...... being burnt. 

In the cold morning of the New Year, the girl was found dead due to the cold at night in the 

corner of the two houses with her rosy cheeks and smiling lips, in a huddled position. She still 

held the matches with half of them burnt.  

She was evidently trying ……………. gladness of a new year. 

When she was seen by the people in the morning, they saw the burnt matchsticks which proved 

that she was trying to keep herself warm and that she had died of the extreme cold. The people 

could see and comment only on what was closely visible. No one knew or could even think of 

the beautiful visions that the little girl had before her death. They also could not imagine how 

majestically she had been carried to the other world by her granny in her arms. In the world 

where her granny took her, God was her protector, and there was just peace and happiness. It was 

with this peace and happiness that she had entered into the New Year. 

 

Word Meaning 

1. gloom – partial or total darkness 

2. cradle – baby’s bed or cot 

3. huddled –  crowd together 

4. spluttered – soft sound while lighting a matchstick  

5. stretched – spread 

6. gauze- transparent cloth 

7. waddled – walked in short steps 

8. gaily – happily 

9. streaking – moving fast 

10. blaze – flame  

 

 

 

 



Answer the questions that follow the extract –  

 

1. She was evidently …… a New Year. 

a) Who is ‘she’ in the given extract? What had happened to her?  

b) With what evidence could the people say that she was trying to ‘warm herself’? 

c) How and when did she get the beautiful visions? List any three of her visions. 

d) Why did the little girl not want to go home? Describe her outer appearance in brief. 

e) Bring out the irony of the story as narrated by the author and discuss in brief how this 

adds pathos in the story. 

 

Answer the following questions – 

1. Discuss in brief how apt according to you is the title ‘The Little Match Girl’ for its 

story? 

2. How does the author show that dreams are important to remain happy even if for a 

short while? Discuss in light of the visions that the little girl had each time she lit a 

matchstick. 

3. ‘The little girl with rosy cheeks and smiling lips’ was found dead on the morning of 

the New Year. Keeping her living conditions in mind, do you think it was a happy or 

a sad ending? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


