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                            Lesson at a glance  

• Human evolution is the process of change by which human beings originated from 

apelike ancestors. 

• Scientific evidence shows that the physical and behavioral traits shared by all 

humans evolved over a period of approximately six million years.  

• Evolution of mankind has been broadly divided into 3 stages.  

• 1.  Hominids-human-like animals that walked upright. 

• 2.  Homo erectus – person who walks upright. 

• 3.  Homo sapiens – person who can think.  

• According to sources it is believed that human first evolved in Africa. 

• The fossils of early human who lived between 6 and 2 million years ago come 

entirely from Africa. 

• Archaeology is the study of human behaviors through material culture, the things 

we rely on for survival. 

• Vedas provided a great source of information about ancient history. 

• The use of various tools has been interpreted as a sign of intelligence. 
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• The use of tools have stimulated certain aspects of human evolution, especially the 

continued expansion of the human brain.  

 

            

                                                       

                                                                                 Exercise  

                  

Fill in the blanks:-  

1. Anthropologists and archaeologists have traced human history back to 

about 500,000 BC. 

2. In the early stages human beings resembled apes. 

3. Human – like animals that walked upright were known as hominids. 

4. The palm leaves were cut into pages and tied together to make books. 

5. Ain-i- Akbari was written by Abul Fazal.                    

State True or False:- 

1. Homo erectus means early humans that walked upright. [ True ] 
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2. Homo sapiens means ‘person who can think'. [  True  ] 

3. Archaeology means digging up the past. [ True ] 

4. The study of plants is called numismatics. [  False ] 

5. Early men used bricks to make their shelters. [ False ] 

Match the following:- 

                   Column A  

1. Numismatics               (a) Samveda (3) 

2. Megaliths                     (b) Coins (1) 

3. Veda                             (c) huge stones dug out at burial sites(2) 

4. Memoirs                       (d) Fa-Hein (5) 

5. Chinese historian        (e) Biographical and historical accounts(4) 

 

Unscramble the following words:-  

1.veolugtrase ---Travelogues     

2. crnhoelcsi --- Chronicles 

3. orsimem--- Memoris 

4. Uomnmnest--- Monuments         

Name these famous Historians :- 

1. Chinese historian visited India in the 5th century B.C. 

Ans. Fa-Hein 

2. Chinese historian visited India in the 7th century AD. 

Ans. Hiuen Tsang 
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3. An Iranian scholar came to India in the 11th century A.D. 

Ans. Al-biruni 

4. An eminent historian in Akbar’s court.  

Ans. Abul Fazal 

 

Answer the following questions:- 

Q1. What do humans and the great apes of Africa share in common? 

Ans. Humans and great apes of Africa- chimpanzees and gorillas share a 

common ancestor that lived between 6 and 8 million years ago. 

Q2. Explain the following terms:- 

1. Archaeology    2. Fossils    3. Megaliths  

Ans. 1. Archaeology- It is the study of human behaviors through material 

culture and the things we on rely for survival. 

2. Fossils- The imprints of plants, human and animals preserved in rocks. 

They are usually made of bones or skull and leave a permanent mark on 

rocks. 

3. Megaliths- These are huge stones dugout at most burial sites. They 

inform us about the religious beliefs and customs of the early man. 

Q3. How does the study of coins help us to learn about ancient times? 

Ans. From coins we know about the period, the age and the chronological 

order of the ruler. We also learn about the personal character and qualities of 

the rulers, the span of their rule and the extent of their domain. 
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Q4. Who was Abul Fazal?  

Ans. Abul Fazal was an eminent historian in Akbar’s court. He wrote two 

important chronicles, namely Ain-i-Akbari and Akbarnama. 

Q5. Differentiate between- 

1. Religious and secular texts. 

Ans. Religious texts are text related to religious traditions. It is a compilation 

or discussion of beliefs , mythologies, ritual practices, spiritual aspirations and 

for creating or fostering a religious community. 

While 

Secular text is any text or literature which is not rooted in religious beliefs, 

practices and traditions. Any story which has no significant basis in any 

religion can be called secular text.  

Q6. How did early men make their shelters? 

Ans. Besides caves, the early man used wood, branches of trees, hides, bones of 

large animals to make his shelter.  
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                                  Quick Recap Test:-  

 

Answer in one word: 

1. The study of coins._______ 

2. Person who walks upright.________ 

3. Imprints of plants, humans and animals preserved in rocks._______ 

4. A written account of a traveller’s observation of things and events._______ 
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• Students must read the chapter carefully. 

• Lesson at a glance to be read carefully. 

• All exercises to be done in  an interleaf notebook. 

• Assessment questions can be framed from inbetween the chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


