
COMPREHENSION 

 

Read the following passages and answer the questions that follow: 

 

1. Thomas Alva Edison 
Thomas Alva Edison was born on February 11, 1847. He was one of seven children. When he 

was a child, he had a lot of illnesses. Thomas Edison also had hearing problems. His mother 

spent a lot of time worrying about him. As a result, he did not get to enjoy the same things as 

other kids of his age. Instead of going to school, his mother taught him at home. He also taught 

himself how to read and write. When he was not doing school work, he liked to figure out how 

things worked. He did not let his illnesses or being nearly deaf bother him. In fact, he liked being 

almost deaf because he said he could sleep better and work with less noise to distract him.  

 

Thomas Edison was a very hard worker. When he was 12, he started selling books, newspapers 

and candy on a local train. If he was not busy selling items, he would read the books and 

magazines. This helped him become smarter. Soon he started opening newspaper stands in his 

own town. Instead of working at the newspaper stands himself, Thomas Edison hired other kids 

to work for him. He even published his own newspaper when he was a teenager. He used his 

profits to build a small science lab in a baggage car.   

 

Once, while working in his lab, Thomas Edison saw a child wander onto the railroad tracks. He 

saved the child and, as a reward, was offered a job working for a telegraph company. The job 

gave Thomas Edison the chance to start travelling around the country. As he travelled, he learned 

more about the way things worked and got new ideas. Those ideas inspired him to create new 

things and he became known as one of the greatest inventors of all time. 

 

Answer the following questions: 

1. Why did Thomas Edison’s mother worry about him? 

2. Which details show that Thomas Edison was a hard worker? 

3. Which event helped Thomas Edison really become a big inventor?  

4. Make sentence with the following: 

a. inventor  b. distract 

5. Frame a question for the following answer: 

When he was not doing school work, he liked to figure out how things worked. 

6.  Write two declarative sentences from the given passage.  

7. Write the antonym for the following: 

a. profit b. reward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. The Apple Tree 
Once upon a time there was a huge Apple tree. A little boy used to come to play near the tree. He 

would search for juicy apples. He would play alongside the tree and rest under the shade. The 

tree was overjoyed after meeting this little bundle of joy. One day, the tree was surprised to see 

that boy approaching it with a sad face.  

“Come on little boy! Play with me," the Tree asked the boy.  

“I am no longer a kid to play around tree like you," the boy scowled at the tree. “I need toys. I 

need money to buy toys of various designs and sizes," the boy told the tree.  

“Sorry my dear boy! I do not have money to give you. But you can pick all my apples and sell 

them. That will give you adequate money to buy toys of your choices," replied the tree in 

soothing voice.  

The boy grabbed all the apples and left happily. He sold the apples and got money. He bought 

toys of his choices.  

Autumn season began but there was no sign of the boy.  

One morning, the tree saw its friend. That little boy had grown up into a big man.  

“Come and play with me" the tree said.  

“I cannot play. I have family now. We need a house for shelters. Can you help me?" the man 

replied.  

“Sorry! I do not have any house. But you can chop off my branches to build your house," the tree 

told the man.  

The man cut all the branches of the tree and left happily. The tree was glad to see his friend 

smiling again.  

The man returned one evening to the apple tree.  

“Come and play with me," the tree asked the man.  

“I am getting old. I want to go sailing to relax myself. Can you give me a boat," the man asked 

the apple tree.  

“Use my trunk to build your boat," the tree told the man.  

He cut off the trunk and made a boat out of it.  

He went sailing and never showed up for a long time.  

The man returned after many years.  

“Sorry my boy! But now I do not have anything to offer to you. I have nothing for you anymore. 

No more apples….No more branches…no more trunks for you to climb on’" the tree said with  

a pain in its voice.  

“No problem….I too do not have any teeth to bite and I am too old to climb trees," the man 

replied.  

“I just need a place to rest after all these days," the man replied.  

“Old tree roots are the best place to lean on. Come on and sit down with me and rest," the apple 

tree replied with a concern in its voice.  

The old man sat down. The apple tree was glad and smiled with tears. 

 

Answer the following questions: 

1. How did the Apple tree first help the little boy? 

2. How did the boy get the money and what did he do with it? 

3. How did the tree help the man the second and the third time? 

4. What did the man do after becoming too old? 

5. Find two words from the passage for each of the following: 

a. Proper Noun b. Common Noun 

6. From the following passage find out a sentence of each of the following type: 

a. interrogative b. imperative c. exclamatory 

 



The Monkeys 
One of the greatest challenges in life is being yourself in a world that's trying to make you like 

everyone else. For research purpose, scientists placed 5 monkeys in a cage, with a ladder in the 

middle and bananas on the top. Every time a monkey went up the ladder, the scientist soaked the 

rest of the monkeys with cold water. After a while, whenever a monkey attempted to climb the 

ladder, others would beat him up. After some time, no monkey dared go up the ladder regardless 

of the temptation. Scientists then decided to replace one of the monkeys.  

 

As expected, the new monkey instantly fell for the temptation and was beaten up by the rest. 

After several beatings, this new member learnt not to climb up the ladder even though he never 

learnt the real reason. Then, a second monkey was brought in and the same thing happened. The 

first monkey participated in the beating of the second monkey.  

 

The replacements continued, until only a group of 5 monkeys were left in the cage. Even though 

the new group of monkeys never received a cold shower, they continued to beat up any monkey 

that attempted to climb the ladder. If you asked any of the new monkeys why the beatings took 

place, the answer would probably be, “Well, how do I know. I guess that's how things are done 

around here!"  

 

You will never influence the world if you continue doing things the way they have always been 

done. Be different. Create chaos. Leave an echo behind! 

 

Answer the following questions: 

1. What is the greatest challenge in life that one faces? 

2. What was placed in the cage and why? 

3. Why did no monkey dare to go up the ladder? 

4. What happened after the monkeys were replaced in the cage? 

5. What lesson did you learn from the story? 

6. Write the meaning of the following words: 

a. temptation  b. instantly 

7. Punctuate the following: 

a. my new dress is black and white 

b. can i borrow your grammar book for a day 

c. i like coffee but mary likes tea 

  

 

 

 

 

 



COMPOSITION  

Write a composition (200 -250 words) on each of the following : 

1. Describe a special time that you and your family had together during complete lockdown in 

your city. 

2. Imagine yourself to be a super hero. What would you do for the people of your country? 

3. Write your experience of a day when you were denied access to the internet. 

LETTER WRITING 

1. The date of your brother’s marriage has been fixed. Write a letter to inform and invite your 

friend to your brother’s wedding ceremony. 

2. Your teacher has influenced your life and taught you many good things .Write a letter to your 

teacher to personally thank him/her for making you a good human being. 

3. Your brother is an athlete and participates in various athletic competitions. Write a letter to 

your brother congratulating him for his success in National level Athletic Competition held at 

Kolkata 

FORMAT OF LETTER (Please write the letter in the given format) 
 

 SENDER’S ADDRESS:  (House No.),___________ 

       ____________________ 

    ____________________ 

    (Leave a line) 

DATE:   Eg;10th April, 2020 

    (Leave a line) 

SALUTATION:  Dear___________, 

 

    BODY OF THE LETTER:  

       

 

 

    MATTER THAT YOU WANT TO CONVEY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTION:  Yours lovingly/ affectionately, 

SIGNATURE:  (First Name only)_ 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.  


