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 Explanation of use of colours on maps 

1. Maps are representations of physical features of the ground on paper. 

2. Maps can show where certain physical features such as mountains and rivers are located. They can 

show what areas of the world make up the territories of the various countries.  

3. Maps are very important because of the information that they can impart to us. 

4. They can be large scale or small scale, depending on the amount of information shown. 

5.  Large scale maps show detailed information while small scale maps show less detail for large 

territories, e.g.: political maps.  

6. Different colours signify different features on the ground. 

7. Many colours used on maps have a relationship to an object or feature on the ground. For example, 

blue is almost always the colour chosen for water. 

Explanation of Scale 

1. Representation of real life ground details on map requires that the data be reduced to be read easily. 

Scale helps us to do that and makes map reading easy and convenient. 

2. Map scale refers to the relationship (or ratio) between distance on a map and the corresponding 

distance on the ground. For example, on a 1:100000 scale map, 1cm on the map equals or means 1km 

on the ground. 

3. Linear scale or graphical scale visually shows the relationship between distances in the real world and 

the corresponding distance on maps. It is a line divided into equal parts. 

4. Another type of scale is representative fraction where the scale is represented as a fraction. 

Explanation of Distance Measurement 

1. Use a ruler (or divider, then measure the divider against the ruler) to measure the distance between the 

two places. If the line that you're trying to measure is curved, use a string to determine the distance, 

and then measure the string by simply measuring it with a ruler.  

2. Now measure against the scale given at the bottom of the map to determine the distance on the ground. 

Explanation of conventional signs 

1. Conventional signs and symbols are standardised (they don’t change) signs which are used to show 

different features on a map. 

2. They make map reading easy and quick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worksheet 

Note: To be done in an interleaf notebook (fair notebook) 

Chapter 1-Representation of Geographical Features (CPT 1) 

A. Fill in the blanks with the correct words. 

1. Cartography is the science of map making. 

2. Brown colour is used to represent contour lines. 

3. The representative fraction is a dimensionless fraction. 

4. Cultivated land is indicated by yellow colour on maps. 

5. Nucleated, dispersed and linear are different types of settlements depicted on 

topographical maps. 

B. Name one feature which is represented by the following colours. 

1. Red –grid lines 

2. Blue - rivers 

3. Green - forests 

4. Black -railway lines 

5. White – uncultivated land 

C. Answer the following questions in short: 

1. What are topographical maps? (write answer from learning terms) 

2. Name the important elements of a topographical map? 

Ans: Colours, scale and conventional signs are important elements of topographical 

maps. 

3. Define contour line. (write answer from learning terms) 

4. What are conventional signs? (write answer from learning terms) 

5. Define scale. 

Ans: Map scale refers to the relationship (or ratio) between distance on a map and the 

corresponding distance on the ground. 

D. Answer the following in detail. 

1. Analyse the significance of various colours used in toposheets. 

o Blue: lakes, rivers, streams, oceans, reservoirs, canals  

o Red: grid lines and their numbering, roads, cart tracks, settlements, huts, buildings 

o Yellow: cultivated land 

o Green: parks, forests, orchards, scrubs, scattered trees 

o Brown: deserts, sand dunes, and contour (elevation) lines, form lines 

o Black: roads, railroads, highways, bridges, place names, buildings, and borders, latitude, 

longitude, river banks 

o White: uncultivated land  

 

2. Explain the different types of scales used in toposheets. 

Answer: Linear scale or graphical scale visually shows the relationship between distances in 

the real world and the corresponding distance on a map. It is a line divided into equal parts. 

 



Representative Fraction is the ratio between distances on a map to the corresponding 

distance on the ground. Example: 1: 10,000 or 1/10,000 

It says one unit on map is equal to 10,000 units on the ground. 

 

3. Explain the procedure to measure the distance on a map along an erratic path. 

Answer:  

Take a long piece of string and trace it along the route you want to measure.   

Mark the string with a pen or cut it when you reach your destination on the map.  

Stretch the string out along the scale at the bottom of the map to get the correct distance.  

 

4. Draw all the conventional signs and symbols given in the study material. 
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